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I - A SIGNIFICANT PORT 1 6 M* oF THE r tt/t r t am • a V m 4’. &• - . . •• 

AND. military,;leadership. - 
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WERE SUCCESSFUL* 

j^WHl JH ^WE. DOUBT , ..'IT.. IS OUR F IRM ESTIMATE THAT. YOUNGER OFFICERS, '•'• :. ’ >* ' 

j^H^MUPS^PF^ILmRY,. WOULD THEN ENGAGE IN AN •AMRTIVE' ACTION 
■ /CREATING CHAOS .IDEALLY SUITED TO VC OBJECTIVES.’ > . ‘ h > ." . 

£•.• WHILE WE WILL ATTEMPT A COMBINED ASSESSMENT IN' A FOLLOWING 


! iv ' ►•'7' vsyfv- -r. J •■.• 


|i-..-V^SSAGE; /TIME’ HAS; NjOT._ YET ' PERMITTED: SUBSTANTIVE EXAMINATION OF . - V vC ; Sfe'y ■•* • 

j;Y'** THIS’ MATTER 1 WITH GENERAL -HARKINS. MY GENERAL VIEW IS THAT T HE ‘ : ^ j" ' : ’ ’ 

j-. U. Si- " IS ; -.TRYING TO. BRING THIS MEDIEVAL' COUNTRY INTO THE 20TH ’v ; W'- > .- 

i£-< v -' ■■VL'r-T;;..' -' t 1 * •' : S :r o'- .. .. • v ■: "z:. 

CENTURY AND .THAT WE HAVE MADE CONSIDERABLE PROGRESS 'IN MILITARY. * - -'M" ' 

V-.' r -. .. •. • •• .. . : • 

h;; :' AND -ECONOMIC WAYS BUT - TO. GAIN VICTORY . WE MUST ALSO' BRING THEM ;*A.j ..V -• ■ 

[.. -.. INTO THE 20TH CENTURY POLITICALLY AND THAT CAN ONLY BE DONE BY 
Ij;'\ - ' V . ■ - • 

■jkpL'EITHERy. : AA.THOROUGtf'..i GOING CHANGE IN THE BEHAVIOR. OF THE'; PRESENT.: ‘ •" 

f ■ . '• 'V ' ; - 

• : ‘ GOVERNMENT . OR BY ANOTHER GOVERNMENT.' THE VIET CONG PROBLEM ..IS. ^...v -. 

Ir'rL^^LT • MIL ITAR Y! : BUT IT, -IS. ALSO PARTLY PSYCHOLOGICAL AND POLITICAL.,^- v-f i - - 
; ; 5 ->" ^ j : ; -3 . f;-! WITH RESPECT T 0 PARA 3 REF, - I BELIEVE THAT WE . SHOULD CONTINUE • , • ’ . ! 


■- : OUR .PRESENT: POSITION OF .KEEPING HANDS OFF BUT CONTINUE ; TO, .MONITOR .' 

AND PRESS FOR MORE DETAILED ^INFORMATION. 

. ; POTENTIAL ;COUP .. FORCES FOR SOME TIME AND IT IS -THEIR ETIMATE THAT- - ' 

- • •..•.v ■ . ...-. -. .... • - ... ~7L , 

-THE GENERALS HAVE PROBABLY FIGURED THEIR CHANCES PRETTY CLOSELY AND' • •’ ■•X: . 


j. •• -: : ;BEST .GENERALS ;i ARE. INVOLVED .IN DIRECTING THIS EFFORT. >. '-IF r -THEY ;CAN-’T^^^'pfi. ' 
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i .THAT fxz SMALLEST NUMBER OF PERSONS. BE AWARE OF THESE « 


DO NOT BELIEVE IT WISE TO ASK THAT "BIG MINH" PASS HIS- 

~ fj fy ’ •• ; - v ; ; • 

-T 0 . GEN STILWELL * THE VIETNAMESE -BELIEVE THAT THERE ARE MEMBERS 
|., ; OF THE U.S. MILITARY WHO LEAK TO THE GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM. I DO NOT 
fgDOUBT THAT THIS IS AN UNJUST SUSPICION BUT. IT IS A FACT THAT THIS • 
SUSPICION EXISTS AND THERE IS NO USE IN PRETENDING THAT IT DOES NOT. , 
I- ; : 7 • l MUCH APPRECIATE YOUR FURNISHING THE BERTH EQUIPPED MILITARY' • 


JT-U: i • : \ ... . 

|.:i5. A f R ,P R ^ FT WHICH I TRUST. IS A. JET. I INTEND TO TELL PAN AMERICAN THAT i'..; 
|'^A JET HAS BEEN DIVERTED' FOR MY USE AN^ THEREFOR I WILL NO LONGER 'V 

|yNEED THEIR SERVICES. ^ THIS WILL UNDOUBTEDLY LEAK TO THE NEWSPAPERS AND 
g^THE GVN MAY STUDY THIS MOVE WITH SOME SUSPICION. I WILL ANSWER ANY 

Ig INQUIRIES ON THIS SCORE TO THE EFFECT THAT I AM MOST PLEASED BY THIS 

• • «* . • 

^ATTENTION AND THAT 'THIS IS OBVIOUSLY DONE AS A MEASURE- TO INSURE MY 
g.CONFpRT AND SAVE MY TIME. /-‘'TO ALLAY SUSPICIONS FURTHER, I WILL OFFER 
?;■■■: SPACE ON THE AIRCRAFT TO MACV FOR EMERGENCY LEAVE CASES, ETC, AND 

t) 

^.HANDLE THIS IN AS ROUTINE FASHION AS POSSIBLE. I WISH TO RESERVE 
^pOMMENT AS. TO MY ACTUAL. TIME .OF DEPARTURE UNTIL I HAVE' SOME ADDITIONAL Y 
INFORMATION , HOPEFULLY TOMORROW. " , 

i 8 * Y0UR PARA 7, SOMEWHAT PERPLEXES ME. -IT DOES NOT SEEM SENSIBLE 
:|y T0 HAVE THE MILITARY IN CHARGE OF A MATTER WHICH IS SO PRO- ' ^ 

FOUNDLY POLITICAL AS A CHANGE OF GOVERNMENT. IN FACT, I WOULD SAY : 

f|JJ 0 DO THIS WOULD PROBABLY BE THE. END OF ANY HOPE FOR A 'CHANGE 

’JLrf. S0VERNMENT HERE *- ' THIS ; IS SAID IMPERSONALLY AS A GENERAL PROPOSITION. 

I SINCE GEN HARKINS IS A ‘SPLENDID GENERAL Awn am m n rpTMTrn nr mtmc to X 'SUr- 


y t^HE- EMBA SSY' AND MACV ARE -ABLE TO .'HANDLE" H ORMAtT ACTI VIT IES UNDER 

" ' > : #> * ' <:r* - i: * V ; : I. ■" / * 

.*fli MUST. 7 S IMPLY v DO ^ T HE ' VER Y ' BEST^WE^C AN IN THE 1 LIfi Hf^thPrEWOT^^VTT 
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WE APPRECIATE THE STEPS TAKEN AsWlNED IN Para'W ’ 

. K 2 K ’ “ SH0ULD ™ AT ™ E GV " IS N ° T T0TAl ^ IN ITS 

" soundings and that these moves shooed be as'dxscreet and - . - 

FORCES 0 Y NlTL OI C OUS “ P0SSIBLE ’ 1 “° ULD ’ W C0URSE ’ ““ ™ tHEa- : 
WITH THE r " EXTREME NECESSITY SINCE NT HOPE COINCIDES- V - /■ 

WITH THE GENERAES THAT THIS WIEE BE AN ; EE VIETNAMESE AFFAIR. ^ 
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|>v' • 10. WE ANTICIPATE THAT AT THE CUTSET OF THE COUP, UNLESS IT . ■ • 

{jH MOVES WITH LIGHTNING SWIFTNESS, THE GVN WILL REQUEST ME OR GEN 
p..:H A RKINS TO USE OUR INFLUENCE TO CALL IT OFF. I BELIEVE OUR 

RESPONSIBILITIES SHOULD BE THAT OUR INFLUENCE CERTAINLY COULD NOT 
SUPERIOR TO THAT OF THE PRESIDENT WHO IS COMMANDER IN CHIEF AND . * 

THAT IF HE IS UNABLE TO CALL' IT OFF, WA WOULD CERTAINLY BE UNABLE " ' ’ v ^ ‘ ” ' 

f^c T0 00 SO AND WOULD MERELY BE RISKING AMERICAN LIVES ATTEMPTING TO‘^;&£:jY%'' i 
r-: INTERFERE IN THIS VIETNAMESE PROBLEM. THE GOVERNMENT MIGHT REQUEST' 4- - : 
y? .AIRCRAFT. HELIOCOPTERS, FOR THE EVACUATION OF KEY PERSONALITIES ~ 

THAT WOULD HAVE TO BE STUDIED CLOSELY, BUT WE WOULD CERTAINLY 
% ' . N0T COMMIT OUR- PLANES AND PILOTS BETWEEN THE BATTLE LINES OF THE ^ V 
. OPPOSING FORCES. WE SHOULD, RATHER, STATE THAT WE WOULD BE WILLING , . 

^TO .ACT IN THIS FASHION DURING A TRUCE IN WHICH BOTH SIDES - ' AGREE 
; : TO THE REMOVAL OF KEY PERSONALITIES. I BELIEVE THAT THERE WOULD ' ;V ‘ : f 
; : v BE . IMMEDIATE POLITICAL PROBLEMS IN ATTEMPTING TO TAKE' THESE 

* . * . , . * •• /■• ■’• t - • m - : V .* 

^' PERSONALITIES TO ANOTHER NEIGHBORING COUNTRY AND PROBABLY ’ WE WOULD 


^f_BE BEST SERVED IN DEPOSITING 'THEM IN SAIPAN WHERE ^'THeT aBSENCE- OF 
•‘f^ ESi5 . ,; COMMUNICATION'S, .'.ETC, '. WOULD ALLOW US SOMEyLEEWAY^TO 'MAKE V A 

DlSPOSIliON^^i^'SENiOR'p:^^p^^^^^i- 

&=Y?® A ^ ESE ;? E RS 0 N^ITi.ES:^Na^ .SlK-Sfcfe® 
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• ^ . 'rr : V 7 -f ^ v’-3*^n : j ^-Yr.^-ir • • " 
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; -.TO grant it in light of our previous .action with respect -to tri 

■ QUANG. ..THIS WILL UNDOUBTEDLY PRESENT LATER PROBLEMS BUT HOPE- ■ 

FULLY THE NEW GOVERNMENT MIGHT FEEL '-DISPOSED TO HELP US SOLVE THIS , 

' PROBLEM. . NATURALLY ASYLUM WOULD 'BE GRANTED ON THE SAME BASIS AS 

THE BUDDHISTS, I.E., PHYSICAL PRESENCE AT THE EMBASSY OR OTHER- 
LOCATION.’ . . ■ - ’ • 


"S ^*^ AS ; /T0 RE9UESTS from' the generals, they may well have need 

OF FUNDS AT. THE LAST MOMENT. WITH WHICH^TO BUY OFF POTENTIAL 
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OPPOSITION. TO THE EXTENT THAT THESE FUNDS CAN EE PASSED 
DISCREETL.Y, I BELIEVE WE SHOULD FURNISH THEM. PROVIDED WE ARE • 

CONVINCED THAT THE PROPOSED COUP IS SUFFICIENTLY WELL ORGANIZED 
TO HAVE ft GOOD CHANCE.'. OF SUCCESS.^ IF THEY ARE SUCCESSFUL, - 

: THEY WILL UND0UBTED LV ask for prompt recognition and some assurance 

THAT MILITARY AND ECONOMIC AID WILL CONTINUE- AT NORMAL LEVEL. 

WE -SHOULD BE PREPARED TO MAKE THESE STATEMENTS IF THE ISSUE 
IS CLEARCUT PREDICATING OUR POSITION ON THE PRESIDENT’S STATED 
DESIRE TO CONTINUE THE WAR AGAINST THE VC TO FINAL VICTORY. VOA 
MIGHT BE AN IMPORTANT MEANS OF DISSEMINATING THIS MESSAGE. SHOULD 
THE COUP FAIL, WE WILL HAVE TO PICK UP THE’ PIECES AS BEST WE CAN 
AT THAT TIME.’ .WE HAVE A COMMITMENT TO THE GENERALS FROM THE 
AUGUST EPISODE. TO. ATTEMPT TO HELP . IN THE EVACUATION OF THEIR ' 

DEPENDENTS. > WE. SHOULD TRY. TO LIVE UP TO THIS IF CONDITIONS WILL 
PERMIT. AMERICAN COMPLICITY WILL UNDOUBTEDLY BE CHARGED AND' THERE' 

•MIGHT BE SOME ACTS TAKEN. AGAINST SPECIFIC PERSONALITIES WHICH WE ' ' - - , 

.SHOULD; ANTICI^E. AND. MAKE PROVISION AGAINST AS BEST We'cAN: 

SHOULD THE .COUP PROVE INDECISIVE AND A PROTRaptriv 





tiiC - S s0 * c? rSCBIUJI ?ROS BOTH SIDES^xV^^WW 
y^IATOipjHOWEVER, 'THIS OPPROBIUM WOULD PROBABLY BE LESS vS«li 

DISTASTEFUL THAN. A deadlock which would opes THE door to yhe 

“ E “ NSIDER . SUClf A DEADLOCK AS THE LEAST LIKELY POSSIBILITY of'-" V 
THE .THREE.: . : - " : • •'••••• ••• 


2. v AS. REGARDS YOUR PARA 10, I DO NOT KNOW WHAT MORE PROOF?-'. 
CAN BE^ Offered. THAN THE FACT THESE MEM ARE OBVIOUSLY PREPARED TO ?: 
RISK .THFIR LIVES A HD THAT THEY WAHT HOTHIHS FOR THEMSELVES: IF Y ' 1 

I :AM ASY UUDGE OF Human NATURE, DON'S Fife- EXPRESSED OF SINCERITY ' = 
AND DETERMINATION OS THE MORNING THAT ;4. SPOKE TO HIM. HEARTILY ' 
AGREE THAT- a. MISCALCULATION COULD UECPARDIZE POSITION IN SOUTHEAST 
APIA. WE ALSO RUN TREMENDOUS RISKS BY DOING NOTHING. , ^ 'igty 

.'■■■ IF WE " E3E CWVIHC » THAT THE COUP WAS GOING to FAIL' - 
BE, WOULD,. OF COURSE DO .EVERYTHING WE COULD To' STOP IT. - 

13.' ; GEN HARKINS. HAS READ THIS AND DOES NOT CONCUR.'. ■ 
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